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JACKSON ALABAMA SHOW
We would like to thank all of our members who displayed and attend the
Jackson show sponsored by Bimbo Kohen on January the 29th. The attendance was strong and many fine artifacts were displayed from Alabama,
Mississippi, Tennessee and Florida.
We would also like to thank everyone who donated items for our raffle
that was conducted to raise money for RSAS. Thanks go out to the Troy Futral family and Roy McKey for the display cases, to Danny and Sheila Williams for the artifacts, and to Bimbo for the many items he donated.
The selling of the raffle tickets brought in a total of $260. After all of the donated items were
raffled off we had a final raffle for the 50/50 prize. This is were the winner of the raffle receives
half of the money collected ($130) from the sale of the tickets and RSAS retains the remainder of
the money ($130). The winner of the 50/50 was Mr. Robert O’Dell. Congratulations
Robert.
Congratulations also go out to the RSAS Award winners at the Jackson show.
Committee Award - Randy Luker for his fine collection of local artifacts
Educational Award - Andy Odom for his outstanding collection of artifacts
Best Recent Find - Robert O’Dell for his outstanding Clovis

Your Newsletter
This is our second Rebel State
Newsletter and I would like to
thank everyone for their kind words
and encouragement I received following the January issue .
I welcome input from our members
as to how to improve our newsletter,
as well as articles, pictures or other
information you would like to see
included. After all, it is YOUR
newsletter.
Thank you.
Rick Weems
2012 Secretary/Treasurer/Editor
Phone: 256 577-6122
E-mail: rdweems@earthlink.net

Thanks for the Much
Needed Donations

We would like to thank Troy Futral and
his family for donating a portion of the
proceeds from his 2011 Dothan, Al.
show. Troy is kind enough to distribute
the proceeds from the Dothan Show each
year to several of the local and state archaeological societies. Troy presented
RSAS a check for $125.
Thanks also goes out to Jake Utsey and
family for their generous donation of $100
to RSAS.
Last but not least, thanks to Bimbo for
the time and money he donated to make
the Jackson show a success.
Thanks from all of us at RSAS.

IN THIS ISSUE
2012 Jackson, Al. Show
Award Winners & Pictures

2

Letter from the Vice-President

2

Morrow Mountain Point Type

2

RSAS Show Dates -

2

Bottle Creek Indian Mounds

3

Various Show Dates

3

Wade Pont Type -

4

Work to Improve Membership -

4

Preservation of our Artifact
Collecting Rights

5

The Ancient Pot

6

THE REBEL STATE NEWSLETTER

VOLUME 1, NUMBER 2

Page 2

Greetings From Vice-President John Hammons
It is a pleasure to serve as Vice-President again. I hope that everyone has been outside looking for artifacts....and finding
some relics. Please encourage others to join our association. Give a membership as a gift and pass out applications at
other association shows. Please volunteer and help the show host in your area.
Some of our older members are no longer with us and we have lost their knowledge. Let us all share our knowledge and
demonstrate our friendship so that we can attract new members.
Send pictures of your artifacts to Rick Weems to be featured in our newsletter.
John R. Hammons, D.V.M.

Jackson Show Award Winners

2012 Rebel State
Show Dates
June 10
Athens State University, Athens, Al.
Contact John Hammons
(256) 232-0698

October 7
Joe Wheeler State Park Lodge,
Rogersville, Al.
Contact Rick Weems
(256) 577-6122
Danny and Tootsie discuss the
fine art of artifact collecting

Pictured above are the Award Winners at the
Jackson Alabama Show
Robert O’Dell - Best Recent Find Award
Andy Odom - Best Educational Display Award
Randy Luker - Committee Award

Morrow
Mountain
Small to medium, side -notched
Archaic point. Blade edges may be
serrated and/or beveled. Flaking is
usually random. Cross-section is
usually biconvex.

The gracious Jackson show hosts
Bimbo & Donnis
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Alabama Archaeological Sites
Bottle Creek Indian Mounds
Bottle Creek Indian Mounds is an archaeological site located on a low swampy island within the Mobile-Tensaw
River Delta near Mobile, Alabama. It was occupied by a Mississippian culture and is important to understanding the
history and culture of the Mobile -Tensaw delta in late prehistoric times.
The site was occupied between AD 1250 and 1550, and served as the focal point for interaction with other Mississippian culture areas
along the coast and the interior of the Southeastern United States. It is located on Mound Island in the Mobile-Tensaw River Delta
and includes 18 earthen mounds, the tallest being roughly 45 feet high. Five of those eighteen mounds are arranged around the central
plaza. It was the largest Mississippian chiefdom on the north-central Gulf Coast. It is difficult to reach by foot, however it would have
been easily accessed by dugout canoes. It lies near the confluence of the Tombigbee and Alabama Rivers. The streams become a
maze of branches and bayous at the head of Mobile Bay. The site was a ceremonial center for the Pensacola people, as well as a
social, political, religious, and trade center for the Mobile Delta region and the central Gulf Coast.
Bottle Creek site was first mapped in the 1880s, but its location in the middle of the delta, completely surrounded by swamp, and
hidden by immense cypress trees, made it inaccessible and protected it from most of the plunder experienced by similar sites in the
Southeast. It was a ceremonial center for the Pensacola people. It served as a gateway to their society despite its seemingly remote
location. It was first professionally investigated in 1932 when David L. DeJarnette, of the Alabama Museum of Natural History,
began his work there to determine if the site had a cultural relationship with Moundville, connected to the north by a river system. It
was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1974. It was declared a National Historic Landmark in 1994.

Artifact Show Dates Across the South
April 28th - Prattville, Al.

Contact Tony Bulger @ 334 365-7766

May 5th - East Ridge, Tn.

Contact John Tilley @ 706 862-8797

June 10th - Athens, Al.

Contact John Hammons @ 256 232-0698

June 16th - Eufaula, Al.

Contact M. Harris @ 229 334-8308

June 23rd - Loretta, TN.

Contact Roy McKey @ 931-762-7541

July 14th - Huntsville, Al.

Contact David Weinstein @ 256 534-7364 / 256 880-3999

August 18th - Dothan, Al.

Contact Troy Futral @ 334 821-5823 / 334 703-4313

October 6th - Savannah, Tn.

Contact Roy McKey @ 931-762-7541

October 7th - Rogersville, Al. Contact Rick Weems @ 256 577-6122 / 256 272-8668
October 13th - Alexander City, Al.

Contact A. Moncrief @ 256 329-8329
or
W. Hunter @ 256 234 7725

From George Catlin's North
American Indian Portfolio (1844)

NOTICE
Be sure to call the above listed hosts to reserve display tables rather than just showing up at a show assuming tables will be available. Also, if you will be driving a long distance to attend the show it would probably be a good
idea to call and verify the show has not been cancelled or the show date changed.
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Let’s Work to Increase Our Membership
For the past several years we have seen a decline in the membership of our society as well as a decline in the attendance at our shows. There are many reasons for this; the economy, fears of increasing archeological laws, loss of interest, personal events, changes in agricultural practices, disagreements and just
plain attrition. Many of our members have reached an age that physical limitations prevent them lugging case after case of artifacts to shows from one end of
the state to the other. There are many reasons, and there are no simple solutions to any one of them.
In order for RSAS to survive we need every member to do one thing, WORK!
WORK to maintain a clean, authentic artifact collection. If you are sponsoring a show, ensure it is a “clean” show. Nothing will discourage and disgust
knowledgeable artifact collectors more than attending shows littered with
reproductions and fakes.

WADE
Early Archaic point
found throughout the
Southeast. This is a
medium to large
point with a broad
expanded stem.
Most examples are
made with broad,
shallow , random
flaking with some
exhibiting collateral
flaking.

WORK to explain to others the objectives of our society. Explain the importance of classifying and documenting finds. Offer to answer questions
and provide leads to the numerous sources of information available in
books and on the internet.
WORK to educate people new to artifact collecting. If they are planning on
building their collection by surface collecting, educate them on identifying
possible areas to search and stress the importance of always getting the
landowners permission prior to doing so. If they plan on building a collection by purchasing artifacts, explain what to look for in identifying authentic artifacts. We all know how discouraging it is to discover that you have
spent your hard earned money on an “Artifake”.
WORK to encourage a young person to get interested in what we do. Explain what a joy it is to find an artifact. To be first person to discover something that was made and then lost or discarded hundreds or thousands of
years ago by early man.
WORK to accomplish all of the above and I think we will witness an increase in our membership. The future of our society depends on all of us
working

Did you read the above article on increasing our membership? Did you notice
that this article was in your previous newsletter? Did you wonder as to why it is
appearing again?
The answer is simple, we need more members if the Rebel State Archaeological
Society is going to survive. We need more people to get involved in sponsoring
Artifact Shows and taking an active part in recruiting members. We need more
people to step up and become officers. We need you to recruit new members.
WE NEED EVERYONE TO HELP!
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Preservation of Our Artifact Collecting Ri ghts
A few months ago I sent in a letter to the editor of a small local newspaper here in the Shoals area protesting the
radical actions of the Tennessee Valley Authority directed toward people surface collecting along the banks of the
Tennessee River. One of our members ask that I share the letter in our newsletter. Below is a reprint of that letter
(They picked the title, not me).

ARROWHEADS ON THE SURFACE
The Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) recently started prosecuting people who are walking the banks of
the Tennessee River and its tributaries for the simple act of picking up arrowheads that are found on the
surface of the ground. This is a hobby that has been enjoyed for generations by entire families and
groups such as Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, and High School Amateur Archaeology Clubs. Suddenly, these
people are federal criminals.
The Archaeological Resource Protection Act of 1979 (Public Law 96- 95; 16 U.S.C. 470aa-mm) explicitly
states in Section 6(g) that the law excludes the collection of arrowheads located on the surface of the
ground. Also, Section 7, which describes the penalties for the destruction and looting of sites, subsection
B(3) states “No penalty shall be assessed under this section for the removal of arrowheads located on the
surface of the ground”. These arrowheads have been washed out of their original archaeological context
which greatly diminishes their archaeological value. TVA archaeologists know this is true. Yet, they continue with their elitist, draconian attitude that surface collectors are criminals.
It is a fact that archaeological sites need to be protected from diggers and looters. They have been a
problem in the past and will continue to be a problem in the future. However, responsible surface collectors do not harm these sites. They simply pick up arrowheads that will eventually be lost and/or broken
due to erosion or other natural events.
There was a time when the amateur and the professional could work together. In the past, many of the
prominent archaeological sites in the Tennessee River Valley were discovered by amateur archaeologists
or collectors and then reported to professionals so that these sites could be recorded, excavated, and
studied. What would be the odds of this happening today when criminal prosecution would be the likely
outcome?
I would like to encourage collectors to write or call your state legislators to rein in TVA from the persecution and prosecution of honest people enjoying a hobby that ultimately ends up recovering and preserving arrowheads that would eventually be lost.
Rick Weems
Killen, Alabama.

Rebel State Archaeological
Society
Rick Weems
RSAS Secretary - Treasurer
629 Jabo Dr.
Killen, AL 35645 - 8423

TO:

submitted by Ms. Betty Lowery
This is a picture of one of our special pieces of pottery. We are not too sure if it is
early Indian or Civil War but it sure does add to our collection!
This pot is not a personal find, but is a trade between us and a friend. The friend
didn't own any arrow heads and we didn't own any pottery so we traded arrow
heads for the pot (9" diameter by10" height).
The pot was found at Spanish Fort, Alabama in the area of Fort Mimms where
the local Indians and early settlers were almost wiped out.
We took the pot to an archeological professor at the University of South Alabama, Mobile, AL where he was impressed but was unable to date it. It seems
the firing tech was unusual.
It has earned a place in our Indian relic collection of arrow heads which we have
found over a period of 35 years. Most of or arrow heads are Tallahatta Quartzite,
native to the Alabama area. The French & English trade pipes were found here in
the Mobile area by our local bottle diggers. It's all a fun and rewarding hobby.
If anyone knows or recognizes the shape or anything about this relic, please drop
me a note.
Thanks,
Betty Lowery
542 Saraland Ave.
Saraland, AL 36571

