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Who Are We?
The Rebel State Archaeological Society of Alabama (RSAS) is an affiliate of
The Central States Archaeological Societies, Inc. (CSAS).
RSAS and CSAS are non-profit organizations and have no paid officers or
employees. Our mission is to develop a better understanding among professional and non-professional collectors of archaeological material, students, museums and institutions of learning, and to further this understanding by providing a means of publishing articles of interest by both
professional and amateur archaeologists. With the help of members from
19 societies, The Central States Archaeological Journal is published
four times per year.
Join or donate now to assist us in meeting our mission statement. Support from members and donors who value RSAS and CSAS is essential to the long-term financial health and to the fulfillment
of our mission. All of CSAS’s operating revenue comes from State Society membership and the
sales of journals.
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Our Newsletter

Thanks to Barry & Phyllis

This is the first Rebel State News
Letter that as been presented in
several years. Therefore, we are labeling this as Volume 1, Issue 1.
with the hope that there will be
many more to follow.

We would like to thank Barry &
Phyllis Watters for the many years of
service they have dedicated to this society.
Barry was one of the founding members of
RSAS 32 years ago and has served as an
officer every year.
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We are a society that has many
members. Input from you , the
members, will be the key to the
success of this News Letter.

Also, it should be noted that Barry has
attended every show that RSAS has
sponsored in those 32 years. How many
of our members can make that claim?
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Thanks from all of us at RSAS.
Rick Weems
2012 Secretary/Treasurer/Editor
Phone: 256 577-6122
E-mail: rdweems@earthlink.net

Your Journal by Ben Thompson -

A Word of Thanks

Thanks to all of the members that chose to be Contributing Members this year. The extra funds we receive from Contributing Memberships goes a long way with helping to keep your society up and
running.
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2011 Rogersville Show Notes
The 2011 Rogersville Artifact show was held at the beautiful Joe Wheeler State Park Lodge on October the
2nd. The show was well attended and we are planning on the show to be even bigger in 2012.
The October show is usually the last show of the year and is the time at which we hold our yearly business
meeting. The minutes were read, the financial report was presented and show dates were discussed for 2012.
Officers for 2012 were also elected at this meeting. The 2012 officers are as follows: President—Bimbo Kohen,
Vice President—John Hammons, Secretary/Treasurer/Editor—Rick Weems.

Meet the RSAS Officers for 2012

PRESIDENT

VICE PRESIDENT

James E “Bimbo” Kohen

John Hammons

Bimbo lives in Silas Alabama
where he owns and manages
a restaurant. Bimbo has
served as the President of the
Rebel State Archaeological
Society for several years and
has a member for over twenty
years.

John lives in Athens Alabama
and is a Veterinarian and operates the Town & Country
Animal Hospital in Athens.
John has served as officer in
the past and has been a member for over twenty years.

Greetings From President “Bimbo”

Secretary/
treasurer/editor

Rick Weems

BIG SANDY

Rick lives in Killen Alabama
and has been a member of the
Rebel State Society for over
twenty years.

Small to medium,
side -notched
Archaic point. Blade
edges may be
serrated and/or
beveled. Flaking is
usually random.
Cross-section is
usually biconvex.

I would like to say it's an honor to serve yall as your President again this year. I hope the new year brings you and yours a healthy and
happy one. As most of you know our hobby is in decline. There are many factors contributing to this. We as a group are getting older,
well at least I am. We need to encourage our young people to explore this great hobby. It gives them a chance to enjoy the outdoors
and learn firsthand about Native American history. I would like to challenge each member to give a gift of a membership to someone
this year. Encourage your pals to come out to a show and see the wonderful collections that our members have spent a lifetime putting
together. They all will tell you it was a labor of love.
On a sad note let's not forget the passing of Walt Farr. He was a past President of our society and spent a lifetime in his pursuit of this
hobby. He will be missed by all.
Also a word of thanks and gratitude to Barry and Phyllis for their many years of service to this society. Thanks for your contributions.
Bimbo Kohen
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Alabama Archaeological Sites
Yuchi Town Site
Yuchi Town Site, or Yuchi Town, is a late prehistoric and historic era archaeological site showing occupation of both

the Apalachicola and of Yuchi tribes. The site is located in a remote area of Russell County, Alabama. The Yuchi Town Site is an example of historic Native American cultures adopting various strategies to maintain their
cultural integrity in the face of European colonization and the expansion of the United States.[2] It was declared
a National Historic Landmark in 1996.[1][2] [3]
History
The site was initially an Apalachicola village, indicated by graves, aboriginal pottery, trade beads, and other
items. This phase of occupation is believed to date from A.D. 1650-1715, a time when Spanish influence in the
region was present. At this time the Spanish established a short-lived mission at the village of Sabacola and
maintained a garrison of troops at the town of Apalachicola.[3] The Apalachicola allied with the Spanish in Florida during the 17th century against the English in the Carolinas and were ultimately destroyed as a culture.[2]
The next phase of occupation was by the Yuchi and would continue until their removal to Oklahoma in 1836.
The Yuchi constantly shifted their alliances with various European powers.[2] They had occupied the Savannah
River valley until they were defeated by the Cherokee in 1681, then the Ocmulgee River valley until 1716. After this they occupied the area surrounding the Chattahoochee River and this is when they founded Yuchi
Town. It is the largest known historic village site associated with the Yuchi.[3] They were ultimately displaced by
the expanding frontier of the United States.[2]
References
[1]
[2]
[3]

"National Register Information System" National Register of Historic Places. National Park Service.
"Yuchi Town Site"" "National Historic Landmarks Program".
Braley, Chad O. and Mark R. Barnes (September 29, 1993). National Historic Landmark Nomination: Yuchi Town Site .

EVA

An Early Archaic
medium to large
basally notched
point with an excurvate to recurvate
blade. The crosssection is biconvex.
Flaking is usually
broad, shallow and
random with some
fine retouching
along the blade.

2012 Rebel State Show Dates
January 29
Jackson Community Center, Jackson Al.
Contact Bimbo Kohen (251) 542-9456

June 10
Athens State University, Athens, Al.
Contact John Hammons (256) 232-0698

October 7
Joe Wheeler State Park Lodge, Rogersville, Al.
Contact Rick Weems (256) 577-6122

WE HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!
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Let’s Work to Increase Our Membership
For the past several years we have seen a decline in the membership of our society as well as a decline in the attendance at our shows. There are many reasons for
this; the economy, fears of increasing archeological laws, loss of interest, personal
events, changes in agricultural practices, disagreements and just plain attrition.
Many of our members have reached an age that physical limitations prevent them
lugging case after case of artifacts to shows from one end of the state to the other.
There are many reasons, and there are no simple solutions to any one of them.
In order for RSAS to survive we need every member to do one thing, WORK!
WORK to maintain a clean, authentic artifact collection. If you are sponsoring
a show, ensure it is a “clean” show. Nothing will discourage and disgust
knowledgeable artifact collectors more than attending shows littered with reproductions and fakes.

Big Slough

Early Archaic point
found throughout
the Southeast. This
is a medium to large
point with a broad
expanded stem.
Most examples are
made with broad,
shallow , random
flaking with some
exhibiting collateral
flaking.

WORK to explain to others the objectives of our society. Explain the importance of classifying and documenting finds. Offer to answer questions and
provide leads to the numerous sources of information available in books and
on the internet.
WORK to educate people new to artifact collecting. If they are planning on
building their collection by surface collecting, educate them on identifying
possible areas to search and stress the importance of always getting the landowners permission prior to doing so. If they plan on building a collection by
purchasing artifacts, explain what to look for in identifying authentic artifacts.
We all know how discouraging it is to discover that you have spent your hard
earned money on an “Artifake”.
WORK to encourage a young person to get interested in what we do. Explain
what a joy it is to find an artifact. To be first person to discover something that
was made and then lost or discarded hundreds or thousands of years ago by
early man.
WORK to accomplish all of the above and I think we will witness an increase
in our membership. The future of our society depends on all of us working
together to do our best.

Rattlesnake Disc - The rattlesnake disc is probably the most famous item found at Mound State
Monument. We have no explanation for the
meaning of the designs on the face of this 12.5
inch disc. It is thought that the rattlesnakes
bound at two points mean war. The Hand with
the Eye in the center probably represents those
of the creator. Since no other disc is so elaborately inscribed, archaeologists have reason to
believe that this disc was one of great importance and was probably used in religious
and/or war ceremonies.
- Display placard at Mound State Monument, Moundville
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Mr. Walter Farr
Walter Farr passed away Monday, November 7, 2011 at Clay County Hospital. He was a native and lifelong resident of Clay County whose life was rich and expressed the many talents with which he was gifted. During the
mid-50's, Walt promoted and played in several bands as vocalist, musician, director and agent. After tiring of life
on the road, Mr. Farr began a career as an educator. Graduating from Jacksonville State University and the University of Alabama with his Bachelors and Masters degree in education, Mr. Farr taught at Randolph County High
School and Lineville High School and ultimately served as the Dean of Students at Southern Union State Community College. He was also principal at Lineville Elementary for several years and his late wife, Jewell served as
school secretary.
During the last 30 years of his life, he shared his love and knowledge of the ancient Native American people of
the area through his vast collection of artifacts. Walt travelled from school to school, showing and telling the
students and all who would listen about the rich heritage of the earliest inhabitants of Clay County. He had
served as president of the Clay County Historical Society, the Rebel State Archeological Society and was a member of First United Methodist Church in Lineville.
Shortly before his death Mr. Farr donated his Indian artifacts collection to the Cheaha State Park for the creation
of a museum. The museum was named the Walter Farr Indian Artifacts Museum and opened to the public on
Sept. 24, 2011.
Mr. Farr was loved and respected by everyone he came in contact with. His witty smile, great sense of humor,
and the stories of the people and the country that he so loved will be greatly missed by all.

Rebel State Archeological
Society
Rick Weems
RSAS Secretary - Treasurer
629 Jabo Dr.
Killen, AL 35645 - 8423

TO:

The Central States Journal - Your Journal
Your Central States Archaeological Journal is more than just a magazine, more than the leading archaeological publication in the United States.
It is the voice of you -- the members. It is your means of reporting that important site or discovery that you have made.
Too often a great discovery is not reported and the information and history are lost forever. Perhaps the piece you found
might be the missing link that some professional archaeologist is looking for. It could be the direct tie-in to another report
that is more important than you realize. Use your Journal by sending good clear photographs and reports to your Editorin-Chief.
Webster says a magazine is “a periodical publication”. He says a Journal is “a record of events.” Well, perhaps we are a
bit of both, but mostly we record the discoveries and events of our members. I always think of a magazine as a publication that accepts advertisements and publishes just about everything. We do not print advertisements and only print articles and photos pertaining to archaeology. Since we have no advertisements, our only source of revenue is from your
dues.
The Central States Journal is the fruit of the labors of many. From your efforts at photography and writing, the editor’s
job of putting it together, to the addressing and mailing, many hours are involved. We hope you are proud of it. All it
costs is $21.00 per year for a membership in your society. The Journal is sent to you free if you are a member of one of
the affiliated Central States Societies. Can you find a better bargain? Can you afford to be without it?
Written by Ben W. Thompson July 1976 - founding member of the Central States Archaeological
Society.

